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Welcome 
The Aficionado contains articles from club directors, members and information from our club forums. Please distribute this 

newsletter to anyone that is interested in joining, competing, or volunteering with the Winnipeg Sports Car Club.   

                     Brad Epp, Aficionado Editor 

 

Club Information 

The Winnipeg Sports Car Club is a non-profit corporation and, at 71 years old, is Canadaõs oldest continuously operating 

sports car club. Since 1952 the WSCC has organized motorsport events in and around Winnipeg. By the 1970õs, Gimli 

Motorsports Park became the WSCCõs òhome base.ó These motorsports events are sanctioned by the Western Canada 

Motorsport Association and include road racing, time attack, autoslalom, rally, track days, drift, and ice racing. High per-

formance driving education (HPDE) schools are also coordinated to license new racers into the sport.  

 

 

 

#wsccracing @WinnipegSportsCarClub  @wscc_racing 

Mailing Address:  WSCC Box 672, 

Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3C 2K3 

Forums.wscc.mb.ca wsccautoslalom.com www.wscc.mb.ca  

Cover Photo from Greg Eastwood 

http://www.instagram.com/wsccracing/
http://www.facebook.com/WinnipegSportsCarClub
https://twitter.com/wscc_racing
https://forums.wscc.mb.ca/
about:blank
http://www.wsccautoslalom.com/
http://www.wsccautoslalom.com/
http://www.wscc.mb.ca/
about:blank
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BE: What was your favorite moment with the club in 2022? 

JF: I think my favorite moment happened pretty recently, near the end of the year at DirtX. DirtX has a completely different 

atmosphere - it is very relaxed. Weekends at GMP can be pretty busy and pretty intense. The nice thing about DirtX was that a 

lot of our people who are usually so busy at GMP were able to get involved in the fun! The people usually occupied with organ-

izing the event, were driving, having fun behind the wheel and enjoying the fruits of what we do all year long! Watching them 

out there was easily my favorite moment. 

BE: What was the biggest challenge you faced this past year? 

JF: The on-going paving project at GMP, and dealing with all the different organizations, bodies and people involved. Trying 

to manage all the variables, bringing them all together so work can be done at GMP. The biggest struggle over the past year 

was the 2022 election cycle. We made a lot of progress with the CDC and RM of Gimli earlier in the year, then had to put all 

of that on hold because of the election. That was difficult. The biggest challenge going forward will be attempting to re-

establish that continuity, to make up the ground weõve lost in terms of the change in leadership at the RM, and have everything 

in place to move forward with the project by spring. Going forward this is definitely the biggest challenge ð not just for me but 

the whole organization.  

Photo by Mat Leveille 

 PRESIDENTS MESSAGE  Jay Funke 

After Christmas, Jay shared his thoughts from the past season and what to expect next year.  
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2023 WSCC Executive and Board of Directors  

POSITION NAME POSITION NAME 

President Jay Funke HPDE Director Roland Hufgard 

Past President Darin Wach HPDE Deputy Director & Chief Instructor Darin Wach 

Vice-President Jennifer Bell Rally Director Al Marcoux 

Treasurer Ron Dallmeier Drift Director Tyler Sawchuk 

Secretary Brian Wiebe Membership Director/Chief Registrar  Josh Peters 

Road-Race Director Scott McDonald Steward  Miquel Yetman 

Road-Race Deputy Director Vacant  WCMA Representative Dino Calvert 

Track Day Director Mat Leveille Social Director Murry Burkett 

Ice-Race Director Mike Demchenko Publicity Director Brad Epp 

Ice-Race Deputy Director Stephen Leiding Aficionado Editor Brad Epp 

Time Attack  Director Mat Leveille Volunteer Director Dason Wowk 

Time Attack  Deputy Director Vacant Quartermaster Roland Hufgard 

Autoslalom Director Chris Deacon Webmaster David Klassen 

Autoslalom Deputy Director Vacant   

BE: What was your most enjoyable 
time this year as member of the club? 

JF:  It was when my brother Lee came out 

to join me for the September track week-

end. We had two cars there for Friday hot 

lapping, and everyone involved in running 

track days at GMP said òDonõt worry 

about anything todayó - So I was able to 

just enjoy the time with my brother! It was 

the last weekend of the year, and on Sat-

urday we were able to adjust the schedule 

to include open lapping. That meant my brother was able to enjoy driving on Saturday as well. He lives in Edmonton, has never 

been out to the track before, and we donõt get together very often, so to be able to share that experience with him ð it was some-

thing I havenõt done since Iõve been president. It was phenomenal experience. What a great weekend that was!  

BE: What is your hope for 2023? 

JF: That weõre finally able to complete the track resurfacing. Getting the track back up to spec, so people and cars that havenõt been 

coming out will return, like the open wheel cars, and seeing bigger grids of cars. The key to greater involvement will be improve-

ments to the facility, so that the product we offer is more attractive to our members.  

For those of us on the executive, obviously the long-term ambition is to secure the future of the GMP for the club. The repaving pro-

ject is a step in that direction, but itõs not the final goal. Itõs an important step that will launch us toward the next, and we hope to 

take that step this year. Ultimately, weõd like to take over the track and secure its long-term viability. The most important thing is that 

the legacy of the club is ensured. Not only that we have access to GMP in the future, but the facility itself will continue to improve. 

We want to ensure weõre all able to continue enjoying this sport that we love so much, in this community that weõve developed. 
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On November 26, 2022, club members from all disciplines met at the Clarion Hotel in Winnipeg to wrap up the year, enjoy 

dinner with friends and to recognize those that excelled. 

Championship Awards were given out for drivers in Ice Racing, Road Racing, Time Attack, and Autoslalom (See the previous 

Aficionado for winners). In addition, the club handed out the coveted overall annual awards including the Metro Motors 

Driving Skills Award to Russ Friesen, the Driving Champion Award to Al Marcoux and the Rookie of the Year to Mel Carriere

-Vandall. All the WSCC Award winners are listed on the next page. 

Several WSCC members were also recognized by the Western Canada Motorsport Association (WCMA). Roland Hufgard 

was awarded the Soloist of the Year, Mel Carriere-Vandall the Rookie of the Year, and Mat Leveille the Volunteer of the 

Year. 

Thank you to all the silent auction donators and sponsors. Congratulations to all our Winners! Good Luck in 2023! 

Photos from Brad Epp 
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WSCC ANNUAL AWARDS 

Metro Motors Driving Skills Russ Friesen 

Rookie of the Year Mel Carriere-Vandall 

Driving Champion Al Marcoux 

Long Service Brian Wiebe 

Worker of the Year Dason Wowk 

Baler Award                              
(Lawn Maintenance) 

Al Marcoux 

Best Engineered Matt Corrie 

Garbage Can                              
(Hard Luck) 

Mel Carriere-Vandall 


