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2021 SEASON IS HERE!  

ARE YOU READY?

AUTO SLALOM 

TIME ATTACK 

ROAD RACE 

DIRTX  

     

Damon Surzyshyn  
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Welcome 
This edition of The Aficionado contains articles from directors and members and collects together information from our club 
forums. Thank you to everyone that contributes to and maintains the  forums. Check them regularly for the most up-to-date 
information on club activities: http://forums.wscc.mb.ca. Please distribute this newsletter to anyone that is interested in joining, 

competing, or volunteering with the Winnipeg Sports Car Club.       Aficionado Editors: Mia Schellekens and Brad Epp 

 
Club Information 

The Winnipeg Sports Car Club is a non-profit corporation and, at 69 years old, is Canadaõs oldest continuously operating 
sports car club. Since 1952 the WSCC has organized motorsport events in and around Winnipeg and since the 1970õs pri-

marily at the Gimli Motorsports Park. WSCC membership in 2020 was 302. 

These motorsports events are sanctioned by the Western Canada Motorsport Association and include road racing, time at-

tack, autoslalom, rally, track days, high performance driving education (HPDE) schools as well as ice racing in the winter. 

Winnipeg Sports Car Club website:  www.wscc.mb.ca  

Winnipeg Sports Car Club forums:  Forums.wscc.mb.ca 

Mailing Address:  WSCC Box 672, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3C 2K3 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WinnipegSportsCarClub 

Twitter:  twitter.com/wscc_racing @wscc_racing 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/wsccracing/ #wsccracing 

WSCC Autoslalom Results: www.wsccautoslalom.com 

Western Canada Motorsport Association:  http://www.wcma.ca 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
Jay Funke 

 
I am opening this Presidentõs message with an apology. The second quarterly edition of the Aficionado for 2021 was due 
to be released at the beginning of April, but I asked our amazing editorial team to hold off on publishing the edition so 
that I could include a message, one which I hoped would include some encouraging news for our membership. As we are 
all acutely aware, 2021 has proven to be another difficult year, and I thought we could all use a bit of good news.  
  
The last time I wrote to you, we were embarking on what promised to be a challenging period for our Club. Our Ice Race 
season was the first of our Disciplines to fall victim to the pandemic, and with it all the work that Mike Demchenko and the 
rest of the Ice Race Committee had spent developing an exciting Ice Race season, including our highly anticipated first 
ever Ice Attack event. However Mike has assured us that this just means next year will be even better!  
  
Despite Mikes irrepressible optimism, I had hoped to share more substantial good news with our membership, not only for 
our upcoming summer season of events, but developments at GMP as well.  
  
As the pandemic has evolved, so too has the Provinceõs response, which has resulted in the government easing 
some restrictions on public gatherings. After careful review of the recent changes in Manitobaõs Public Health Order, the 
Executive Committee is confident that we can proceed with what we hope to be a full, albeit modified, Road Race, Time 
Attack, HPDE and Autoslalom season, as well as our inaugural DirtX event. There is further and 
much more detailed information on what we have planned for those Disciplines elsewhere in this edition, so I wonõt try to 
cover those developments in this message, other than to say we are hoping to salvage a successful season of racing de-
spite the changes the pandemic has forced on all of us.   
 
But as it happens, I am sitting down to write this message after my first trip to GMP this spring, on the evening before our 
season opening hot-lapping event on April 24 and 25.  
  
As most of you can appreciate, the first trip out to GMP every year is always a special thing. The promise of a new sea-
son lies ahead, and after a long winter away, it always feels good to be home again.  
  
This year however, it was different. There is a unique resonance to the start of our summer racing season, with the poten-
tial sale of GMP looming and with so much uncertainty over its future, neither the fate of the track nor the future of the 
Club is entirely clear.  
  
As part of preparing for the first event of the season, there is always organizing and maintenance work to be done, and 
on that cool brisk April evening I was walking the track to clear any debris left by winterõs thaw. That gave me an oppor-
tunity to appreciate the specialness of this place, and the role our club has played over its 48 year history.  
  
Most of the time weõre at the track, itõs a busy place, full of energy, speed and excitement. But on that Friday evening, I 
was alone with the circuit. It was oddly quiet, calm and peaceful, which only made the questions hanging over the future of 
the track that much harder to ignore.  

  
I considered the many issues the Clubõs Executive and Board have had to wrestle with already in 2021. The uncertain-

ty created by our insurance companyõs announcement in late March that theyõd ended their relationship with their   
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underwriter, and at that point, did not have another partner with whom to renew our general liability or event insurance  
policies. The need to develop specialized health and safety protocols which would allow us to host our various events de-
spite the challenges of a persistent pandemic, as well as the development of a new digital liability waiver, and itõs seam-
less integration with our Motorsportreg.com on-line event registration and management system. The Clubõs application for 
matching funds through the Building Sustainable Communities Grant program to continue repaving the track as part of our 
ongoing development and revitalization plans for GMP.  
 
The finalization of our now fully modern digital and cloud-based records repository. The continual development of train-
ing materials and micro-learning tools that allow us to reinvest in our volunteersõ knowledge base, and recognize their 
incredible contribution to the success of our events, across all of our Disciplines. The announcement 
that our Autoslalom leadership had secured another year of competition at our traditional venue at St. Andrews airport. 
  
And that is only a partial list of the challenges our Club has managed in the first three months of the year.  
  
Of course the issue that dwarfs them all is the future of GMP. 
  
As most of you now know, the RM of Gimli, who currently own GMP, has announced that Landmark Planning and Design 
Inc. has been retained to prepare an RFP for the anticipated sale of the property, which was extensively covered 
by Gimliõs local newspaper, the Express Weekly News in their April 1st edition. I wonõt go into detail other than 
to indicate many of our concerns with respect to the processes followed by the RM and the Community Develop-
ment Corporation were confirmed by a member of the Council quoted in that news story.  
 
Notwithstanding those concerns, the Executive Committee had advised the Clubõs membership at our regular March meet-
ing that we had been anticipating such an announcement, and as a result we were already preparing a bid to purchase 
the track once an RFP was issued.  
  
Although we are not yet able to share the details of that plan, what we can tell you is that we are confident it puts us in a 
position to not only purchase the track, but also restore it to its former glory and launch the next phase of its development. 
It is an admittedly ambitious plan; however it is one that retains the essential nature of the park by ensuring that it re-
mains, first and foremost, the home of affordable grassroots racing in and around Manitoba.  
  
So I end this message where I had planned to begin, with a message of hope and optimism for our membership.  
  
We have a tremendous collection of people in our Club, not just on the Executive and our Board, but all of our organiz-
ers, our volunteers, our racers, our hot-lappers, our members, our sponsors, and our friends and families ð both at home 
and at the track. 
  
It is because of your support we have been able to overcome the tremendous number of challenges weõve already 
faced in 2021, and which will enable us to continue that same success throughout the balance of the coming year.  
  
I am looking forward to sharing more of our exciting plans for the future of GMP with all of you once we are able to do 
so.  
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2021 WSCC Meetings 
 

Until further notice all meetings will be held remotely. The conference call information will be posted prior to each meeting.  

The 2021 WSCC meeting schedule is as follows: 

 

May 20 ð 7:00 pm  

June 17 ð 7:00 pm  

July and August ð no regular Club meeting scheduled 

September 16 ð 7:00 pm  

October 21ð 7:00 pm  

November 25 ð Annual General Meeting ð 7:00pm  

December ð no regular Club meeting 

December 16 ð Joint Board Meeting ð 7:00 pm (incoming 

and outgoing Directors and Officers) 

tƘƻǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀƳƻƴ {ǳǊȊȅǎƘȅƴ 


