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Welcome 
The Aficionado contains articles from club directors, members and information from our club forums. Please distribute       

this newsletter to anyone that is interested in joining, competing, or volunteering with the Winnipeg Sports Car Club.   

                       Brad Epp, Aficionado Editor 

 

Club Information 

The Winnipeg Sports Car Club is a non-profit corporation and, at 71 years old, is Canadaõs oldest continuously operating 

sports car club. Since 1952 the WSCC has organized motorsport events in and around Winnipeg. By the 1970õs, Gimli 

Motorsports Park became the WSCCõs òhome base.ó These motorsports events are sanctioned by the Western Canada 

Motorsport Association and include road racing, time attack, autoslalom, rally, track days, drift, and ice racing. High per-

formance driving education (HPDE) schools are also coordinated to license new racers into the sport.  

 

 

 

#wsccracing @WinnipegSportsCarClub  

Mailing Address:  WSCC Box 672, 

Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3C 2K3 

Forums.wscc.mb.ca www.wscc.mb.ca  

Cover Photos from JEREMY PASKARUK  

http://www.instagram.com/wsccracing/
http://www.facebook.com/WinnipegSportsCarClub
https://forums.wscc.mb.ca/
about:blank
http://www.wscc.mb.ca/
about:blank
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As another year comes to a close on the summer racing season and we brace ourselves for the harsher 

conditions that winter surely brings, we turn our minds to our upcoming awards banquet and wrapping 

up the year at our Annual General Meeting. 

Itõs an opportunity to look back on 2023 and celebrate all the people that have made this year such a 

success for the Club. I wonõt attempt to name you all, as I would surely leave someone out, and I donõt 

want to overlook anyoneõs contribution. Suffice to say that without all of the work and effort of our   

organizers, marshals, volunteers, racers, club members and families, none of the great racing weõve   

enjoyed over the last year would have been possible. 

This end of season review is also somewhat different as it is the last year of my term as President. Itõs a 

bittersweet moment as I look back over the last four years, and all that weõve achieved together. There 

is no question that weõve not met all of the objectives we set for ourselves, but the Club has               

accomplished some amazing things over that time and continues to be in a strong position, despite the     

hardships presented by the COVID pandemic, a persistently difficult economy, and an embattled      

political climate. 

No doubt the Club will face further obstacles in the future, but we have an amazing Executive leading 

our organization, who will continue to guide us through the coming months and years. I have had the   

tremendous good fortune to work with this exceptional group of people for the last four years, and 

have come to rely on each and every one of them for their wisdom, support and guidance. 

Not the least of the challenges facing the Club will be our long term tenure at Gimli Motorsport Park. 

The fate of GMP will be revealed in time when the RM ultimately announces their plans for the venue, 

and the new President and Executive Committee are ready and capable of responding to whatever lies 

ahead. But as Iõve said for some time now, we canõt  

afford to pin all of our hopes on that uncertain future, 

and we must have alternatives in place in the event the 

worst comes to pass. 

That is where I will be focusing my efforts and energies 

going forward, and together with a small group of oth-

ers, we hope to have more news to announce soon. 

Until then, thank you all for the trust you have placed in 

me and the opportunity to have served this storied   

organization over the last four years. It has been a   

singular honour to work with and alongside you all. 

 

All the best, 

Jay Funke 

  
                     Wŀȅ CǳƴƪŜ 
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By Roland Hufgard     Photos by Demitry Klimenko @zerodark_collective 
 

This May the Winnipeg Sports Car Club held its annual Competition Licensing School in the first week of May. The decision 

to have the event one week later than usual was rewarded with good weather and a track that was dry enough for people 

to utilize the grass areas. 

Already during the theory lessons on Wednesday evening, it became obvious that the participants were eager to learn and 

excited about the prospect of running on the track. Inquisitive students asked a lot of questions, several topics beyond the 

regular curriculum were discussed, and the light-hearted banter going on showed that most students already felt at ease 

with their fellow racers. 

A few of the students came out to the HPDE/Hotlapping event on Friday to get their feet wet,  however the bulk of partici-

pants showed up on Saturday morning. Already at 7am a large variety of vehicles started to roll into Gimli Motorsport 

Park. Built between 1967 and 2023, there were Sedans, Coupes and Convertibles filling the Pit ð every driver eager to get 

their car ready. 

A welcoming tent awaited the crowd 

with coffee and donuts, and at 8am the 

first driver meeting was held. Concur-

rently, the 44 volunteers held their work-

ers meeting to ensure that everybody 

was familiar with their role for the week-

end. After a track familiarization, the 

students were lined up at Grid in their 

respective groups and then released into 

the various exercises. 

Within minutes, the air was filled with the 

sound of buzzing four-cylinder engines 

and the roar of V8s trying to drown out 

the squealing protests of over-worked 

tires.  
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By noon, every student had gone through three exercises designed to allow the drivers to heighten their senses and to be-

come familiar with the limits of their vehicles. Then, after lunch, the action moved onto the track with students lapping in a 

Time Attack style pattern of seven laps at a time, including the warm-up and cool-down laps. Gradually the speed limit 

was increased, forcing the students to adjust to higher corner entry speeds and harder braking. During breaks, the partici-

pants received lessons in flags, tire selection and tire tips, and many more tidbits of information. 

On Sunday morning after the welcome coffee, the students were asked to show the instructors how much skills and infor-

mation they had retained from the previous day. After that more lessons followed, introducing passing, even higher speeds 

and also alternative lines.  During lunch, the students wrote their mandatory test. For each student the culmination of the 

school was running the track without a speed limit, free to pass at the designated spot, while being watched by the instruc-

tors. One by one, the students showed their prowess, and by late afternoon every student had been signed off by their 

respective instructor as a safe driver on the race track. 

With everyone passing the written test and every student being signed off by their instructor, the entire group of partici-

pants graduated; their names were forwarded to WCMA so that they could apply for their licenses to race.  

There were very few problems throughout the course. Two cars had mechanical breakdowns, but the drivers managed to 

utilize a vehicle from a different group, so they could still get their track time. The weather cooperated, with only a short 

period of rain helping to underline the importance of alternative lines. The mood of the students could only be described as 

elated, and smiles could be seen everywhere. 

The volunteers did an awesome job making this event run smoothly and effectively, helping to create a Competition Licens-

ing School that moved along without any hick-ups -an event that the participants will remember for a long time. 

2024 COMPETITION  

LICENSE SCHOOL  

Dates for next years school have 

not been set but registration will 

open around January 1st 2024.  

 

Keep up to date at  

forums.wscc.mb.ca 

wsccracing.com 

or on our social media 
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM JEREMY PASKARUK 

We held 4 drift events in 2023!  Thanks 

to everyone who helped make theses 

events a huge success. See you in 2024! 


